[Destructive arthritis of the hip in Crohn disease. 10 cases].
Destructive arthritis of the hip joint is a rare manifestation of Crohn's disease. We evaluated its frequency and clinical features in comparison with spondylarthritis and assessed the clinical course. One hundred patients with Crohn's disease were followed prospectively in search of destructive arthritis of the hip joint. Patients with both Crohn's disease and manifestations of inflammatory joint disease hospitalized in three rheumatology units were also evaluated retrospectively. The prevalence of destructive hip disease was 2% in patients with Crohn's disease. Ten patients had destructive arthritis of the hip. Three had ankylosing spondylitis, 5 had spondylarthritis not responding to the criteria of ankylosing spondylitis and 2 had no axial joint disease. In all patients, signs of hip joint disease were a narrowed intra-articular space, bone condensation, osteophytosis and features of joint destruction. Manifestations were similar to those in patients with hip joint disease related to idiopathic ankylosing spondylarthritis. The clinical course was poorly controlled by anti-inflammatory drugs or treatment of the inflammatory bowel disease. Synoviorthesis were required and were effective in most cases. Total hip replacement was required in 3 cases. Destructive arthritis of the hip in patients with Crohn's disease is a rare complication causing severe functional impairment further handicapping the patient with a chronic bowel disease.